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Music licenses: Christ United Methodist Church 
CCLI Credits 

Streaming/Music License:  #2025914 
Video License:  #2007294 

All CCLI numbers are for use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights 
reserved.  www.ccli.com 

 
 

 
Original liturgy and leader parts by Dr. Marcia McFee.  Materials used with permission by 
Worship Design Studio. ©www.worshipdesignstudio.com/goodenough. Worship Design Studio 
is not affiliated with CCLI. 
 
“Angels Among Us” theme song by Marsha McFee and Chuck Bell.  Arranged by Chuck Bell. 
©2017 Marcia McFee and Chuck Bell.  www.chuckbellmusic.com. Used with permission of 
Worship Design Studio and Chuck Bell. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition (NRSVUE) New Revised Standard 
Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”  CCLI #27738.     Charles Wesley 1734 | Felix 
Mendelssohn, 1849.  Public Domain. 
 
“People Look East”.  Eleanor Farjeon | John Ferguson. CCLI #3011380 ©1999 Neil A. 
Kjos Music Company.  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights 
reserved 
 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.”  CCLI #31999  Charles Wesley, 1744 | Rowland 
H. Prichard, 1830;  harm. from The English Hymnal, 1906. 
  

http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/goodenough
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Revised-Standard-Version-Updated-Edition-NRSVue-Bible/
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“Flying the in Face of Fear at Advent:   HOPE 
First Sunday of Advent 

“Make Ready a People” 
*- stand as you are able 

Greetings and Announcements 
 

WE GATHER 
Music for Gathering 

Prelude 
 

Call to Worship and 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 

“Angels Among Us” 
Choir  

*Responsive Prayer  
Holy Living God, Blessed Jesus, Guiding Spirit, 
alight within us your flame of hope this day. 

Grant us openness to hear your message. 
Grant us courage to be your messengers in the world, 

creating more hope in the midst of fear. 
 

*Sung Response  
Congregation 

Do not be afraid 
Do not be afraid 
Do not be afraid 
Do not be afraid 

 
*Opening Hymn 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  
UMH 196 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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*Passing the Peace 
[The people are seated] 

 
WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

“Surely the Presence” 
UMH #328 

 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place 
I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, 
I see glory on each face; 

surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 
 

Scripture Reading 
Luke 1: 5-25, 57-80 

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters of 
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before God, living 
blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they 
had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.  
8 Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, 9 he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of 
the Lord to offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly 
of the people was praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was 
terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong 
drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of 
the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go 
before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 18 Zechariah 
said to the angel, “How can I know that this will happen? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is getting on in years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 
God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But now, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”  21 Meanwhile the 
people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering at his delay in the sanctuary. 22 When 
he did come out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a 
vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to 
speak. 23 When his time of service was ended, he returned to his home. 24 After those 
days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She 



4 
 

said, 25 “This is what the Lord has done for me in this time, when he looked favorably on 
me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.” 

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced 
with her.  59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 
name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called 
John.” 61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then they began 
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a 
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were 
amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to 
speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were 
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered 
them and said, “What then will this child become?” For indeed the hand of the Lord was 
with him. 

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has looked favorably on[a] his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior[b] for us 

    in the house of his child David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors 

    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

to grant us 74     that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 

    in his presence all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give his people knowledge of salvation 

    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    the dawn from on high will break[c] upon[d] us, 
79 to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day 
he appeared publicly to Israel. 

 
Sermon 

 
WE RESPOND 

Prayers of the People 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A5-25%2CLuke%201%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24954a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A5-25%2CLuke%201%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24955b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A5-25%2CLuke%201%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24964c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A5-25%2CLuke%201%3A57-80&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24964d
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“Angels Among Us” [refrain only] 
Choir 

I believe there are angels among us 
Sent down to us from somewhere up above 

They come to you and me in our toughest hours 
To show us how to live, to teach us how to give 

To guide us with a light of love 
 
 

Leader: In this moment we pray for all those who are in need of hope.  
Silence 

Response: 
Leader: “We hear the message of God, 

People:   Do not be afraid.” 
 

Leader: In this moment we give thanks for all the ways we have experienced God’s 
presence among us, in the words and actions that bring hope in the midst of despair. 

Silence 
Response: 

Leader: “For all who proclaim your reign on earth,  
we join their refrain, 
Do not be afraid.” 

  
Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offering 
*Doxology 

Tune: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all Spirit messengers below. 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
 

*Congregational Prayer of Dedication 
God of peace and possibility, 

we offer these gifts so that they may be transformed into your good news 
for the sake of the world. Amen. 
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WE GO FORTH 
*Closing Hymn 

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”  
UMH #240 

 
Hark! The Herald Angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
The Mission to the Messengers 

 
 

Benediction  
Do not be afraid 
Do not be afraid 
Do not be afraid 
Do not be afraid 

 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 

 

Advent 
Message: 

Hope
“    
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Spiritual Disciplines 

 
Nurture:  Evelyn Murphy Sunday School Class, 9:30 a.m. Chapel 
Worship: Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, December 24, 
4:30 p.m.  
Mission/Ministry:  Food Bank offerings:   soup and crackers  
*December 18:  Caroling to our Friends at Homes following church 

Please sign up for this afternoon of sharing with Joan McCarty to help us 
plan our journey.   

 
Today is our last Sunday to receive funds for the Ian Hurricane Response Please 
make sure to designate your 2nd mile giving on the check or offering envelope.  Thank 
you. 
Administration:  Leadership Team meeting, January 8, 2023 11:45 a.m.  
 

Stewardship of our Finances:  In addition to our regular worship 
service offering, you may also donate to any and all funds at 
cumcgreeneville.com or mail to 307 S. Main Street, Greeneville, 37743. 
 
For more information, please see our website.  (cumcgreeneville.com) or 
use the QR code to take you directly to the website on your smart device.  
 

Worship Service streaming on YouTube (CUMC, Greeneville) each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
  

 
 
 

On-going and special events: 
Monday evenings:   
*Evergreen Woodcarvers meeting:  Please note the first Monday of December will be 
the Woodcarvers Christmas Party meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 
*Lowe Baton Classes:  Back Parking Lot/The Hole 

 
Advent Activities: 

December 2:    Greeneville Downtown Tour of Churches 
The church sanctuary will be open for friends, family and guests to visit 
our beautifully decorated sanctuary.  Thanks to Tom and Fran Gregory 
who will serve as our hosts for the evening. 

 
                        
 

https://www.cumcgreeneville.com/

